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Left: Ochterus sp Velvet Shore Bug at Tooms 
Lake. Photograph: Geoff Carle 


Thursday 7th. June 

Meeting 

Guest Speaker: Richard Robinson, The Response of macrofungi species 
and Communities to Land Management in Southern Eucalypt Forests. 

Saturday 9th or Sunday 10th 
June - Excursion 

Excursion to Weilangta 

Thursday 5th. July 

Meeting 

Guest Speakers: Dr. Rod Griffin , Ms J Habard and Dr Chris Harwood, 
Reproductive Biology of Acacias... what we know and what we need to 
find out. 

Saturday 7th July 

Excursion 

Excursion to Mt Pleasant Radio Telescope Observatory and Grote Reber 
Museum, 60-90 minute tour commencing 10 am. 

Thursday 2nd. August 

Meeting 

Guest Speaker: Dr Stephen Harris, talk title to be announced 

Saturday or Sunday 4th or 5th 
August - Excursion 

Venue to be announced 

Thursday 6th. September 

Meeting 

Guest Speaker to be announced 



General Meetings start at 7.15 pm for 7.30 pm on the first Thursday of the month and feature a guest speaker on natural 
history (no meetings or excursions in January). Meetings are held in the Life Science Building at the University of Tasmania. 

Excursions are usually held the following Saturday or Sunday, meeting at 9.00 am outside the Museum in Macquarie St, 
Hobart. Bring lunch and all-weather outdoor gear. If you are planning to attend an outing, but have not been to the prior 
meeting, please confirm the details on the club website as late changes are sometimes made. 
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Goulds Lagoon Excursion 

Sunday 4 th - February 2018 

Eighteen members met at Gould’s Lagoon, near 
Granton on the Derwent estuary, for an excursion 
which was to be focused on bird-spotting. Several 
uncommon avian visitors had been reported in the 
lagoon in recent weeks. 



Latham's Snipe 


Photograph: Els Wakefield 


A timed list of birds seen has been compiled by Els 
Wakefield. 


West side Goulds Lagoon 9:20 to 11:00am 

Welcome Swallows c 10 
Spotted Crake 1 
Freckled Duck 10 
Hardhead 1 

Australasian Shoveler 13 
Musk Lorikeet C20 
Rainbow Lorikeet 1 
Pacific Black Duck adults C20 
Pacific Black Duck chicks 7 
Purple Swamphen 4 
Great Egret 3 
Kelp Gull 2 
Silver Gull 8 
White-faced Heron 1 
Eurasian Coot 1 
Common Starling c 50 
Australian Wood Duck 8 
Great Cormorant 5 
Masked Lapwing 3 
Little Black Cormorant 14 
Chestnut Teal 33 
Galah 1 


Feral Goose 1 

Grey Butcherbird 2 (One adult plus one juv.) 

Grey Teal 2 
Latham's Snipe 2 
Eastern Rosella 1 
Noisy Miner 4 
Forest Raven 1 
Feral Duck C30 

East Side 11:00 am - 12.10 pm 

Common Bronzewing 1 
Little Pied Cormorant 1 
Kelp Gull 1 
Eurasian Coot 5 
Tasmanian Native Hen 2 
Swamp Harrier 1 
European Greenfinch 7 
Australian Pelican 1 
Grey Fantail 2 

Els Wakefield 



Tooms Lake Excursion 

Saturday 3 rd - March 2018 

On a beautiful, early autumn day, thirteen members 
gathered at Tooms Lake. The Tooms Lake Forest 
Reserve (Conservation Area) is managed by 
Tasmania Parks & Wildlife Service and is included in 
the larger East Coast Forests. 

It was the first visit to the area for everyone 
attending. However, the 1969 Easter camp was held 
at Tooms Lake, and the club also had a weekend trip 
there in September 1949. Reports were published in 
The Tasmanian Naturalist No. 17 May 1969 and The 
Tasmanian Naturalist. Vol. 2 No. 1 May 1950. 
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There is also a report from the 1969 Easter camp: 

http://www.tasfieldnats.org.au/archives/easter- 

camp-reports / 

The 2018 excursion compiled extensive lists of ver¬ 
tebrates, invertebrates and plants. A full illustrated 
report on the excursion will be published in The Tas¬ 
manian Naturalist Vol 140 in December. 

Annabel Carle 



Field Nats at Tooms Lake 


Photograph: Geoff Carle 


New Town Falls Excursion 


wood, because there certainly are some tremendous 
critters to find! 

Turning left at the Hobartians track junction, the 
vegetation changes into a Eucalyptus tenuiramis 
woodland. The understorey is a lot more open here, 
dominated by Pultenaea juniperina, a bit of Acacia 
terminalis, and that’s about it. It was noticed that 
there were a couple of clearings, roughly six-ish 
metres in diameter. Everything inside the clearing 
had died back and the edges were also dying. It was 
suggested it could by the result of Phytophthora. 

The falls themselves were really just a trickle, but a 
nice spot to stop for lunch none the less. There were 
a few European Wasps buzzing about, although they 
decided not to sting anyone. 

New Town Falls is a good easy walk, suitable for 
families or those just wanting a nice amble. The first 
section is perhaps a little bit steep, although not to 
the point of breathlessness. 

Great to have two new members come along for 
this month’s outing. Always wonderful to have more 
keen naturalists to wander along with and talk all 
things nature. So much knowledge to share, new 
things to learn and see! All up an awesome day, and 
it didn’t rain and the wind was virtually non-existent. 
Perfect. 


Saturday 7 th - April 2018 

Present: Amanda, Robyn, Kevin, Abbey, Anna, David, 
Genevieve, Jane, Don, Fiona, Erika, Charlie, Ellen, 
Fleather, Di, Ruth, Eddie. 

New Town Falls is a ‘quick’ 90 minute walk starting 
from the very end of Lenah Valley Road. It is only 90 
minutes if you aren’t a naturalist though, of course. 

It took us roughly 2 and a half hours to get to the 
falls, which I thought was quite fast for us! 

The first section of the walk up until you hit the 
Hobartians track junction is through tall Eucalyptus 
forest, mainly Eucalyptus obliqua, E. regnans and 
some E. viminalis. It has a wet forest understorey of 
Olearia, Bedfordia and Zieria and a lot of wonderful 
mossy rocks! 

Towards the start of the walk some interesting 
green, scat ‘pellets’ were found in the middle of the 
track. These turned out to be from a Sugar Glider, 
apparently they chew up the leaves and extract as 
much nutrient as they can from them and spit out 
the rest in little blobs. 

A bit further up the track Abbey found a wonderful 
little Pin Cushion millipede. Almost invisible to the 
naked eye, but when looked at closely it looks like 
a tiny little furry caterpillar. Reminds you to always 
look super closely at what appears to just be rotting 


Fiona Walsh 

Plant List (Fiona Walsh & Anna McEldowney) 

Acacia dealbata 
Acacia terminalis 
Acacia verniciflua 
Acacia verticillata 
Asplenium sp 
Bedfordia salicina 
Beyeria viscosa 
Billardiera longiflora 
Coprosma quadrifida 
Cyathodes glauca 
Daviesia ulicifolia 
Dianella tasmanica 
Epacris impressa 
Eucalyptus globulus 
Eucalyptus obliqua 
Eucalyptus regnans 
Eucalyptus tenuiramis 
Eucalyptus viminalis 
Exocarpos cupressiformis 
Gahnia grandis 
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Histiopteris incisa 
Lepidosperma sp. 

Lomatia tinctoria 
Notelaea ligustrina 
Olearia argophylla 
Oxylobium ellipticum 
Pimelea drupacea 
Pittosporum bicolor 
Polystichum sp. 

Pomaderris apetala 
Pteridium esculentum 
Pultenaea daphnoides 
Pultenaea juniperina 
Zieria arborescens 

Bird List 

Golden whistler 
Pink robin (female) 

Scrub tit 

Strong-billed Honeyeater 

Fungi List (Genevieve Gates 

Agaricus sp. 

Bisporella citrina 
Boletellus obscurecoccineus 
Cortinarius *purple earthball’ 

Cortinarius sp., brown 
Crepidotus nephrodes 
Hypoxylon aff. rubiginosum 
Leratiomyces ceres (in wood chip) 

Mycena viscidocruenta 
Podoscypha petalodes 

Snails (Kevin Bonham) 

Caryodes dufresnii 
Cystopelta bicolor 
G. sp “Knocklofty” 

Helicarion cuvieri 
P. discors, Gratilaoma halli 
Paralaoma hobarti 
Prolesophanta nelsonensis 
Punctidae sp “Micro Cripps” 

Trocholaoma parvissima 
plus introduced slugs Arion intermedius and 
Lehmannia nyctelia. 

All these have been recorded in this area before and 
indeed I found exactly the same set of species in the 
litter below the waterfall as I did when I sampled 
there in 1987. Compared to the rest of the mountain 


the area is notably lacking in the family Charopidae. 

Handsome Caves Excursion 

Saturday 5 th May 2017 

Nineteen Field Nats set out on a walk to Handsome 
Caves near Magra in the Derwent Valley. The 
uphill start to the walk was hard on the knees of 
a few members but when they reached the caves 
everyone agreed it was worth the effort. 

The walk went at a very slow pace, plant species 
were discussed and photographed while others 
examined scats and searched for snails, fungi, 
birds and insects. New members Lesley and Alan 
Wickham who have recently moved from NSW were 
keen to explore the new environment. They found 
plenty to attract their interest and as always our 



The group at Handsome Cave 
Photograph: Geoff Carle 


more experienced members were happy to pass on 
their knowledge. 

The terrain ranged from dry forest to scrubby open 
forest with wet sclerophyll in the gully and an arid 
environment around the caves. 

Handsome Caves do indeed live up to their name. 
The shallow caves cover a wide area and the rock 
face has an outstanding display of sandstone 
weathering known as tafoni. During lunch Alan, who 
is a geologist, explained tafoni and its formation. 

It was a most interesting and enjoyable outing and 
some members are keen to return and explore the 
area further. 

Margaret VJarren 


Mammal Scats (Robyn Gates) 

Fallow deer Possum 

Tasmanian Devil Wombat 
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Fungi (Geoff Carle) 

Ceastrum triplex 
Mycena interrupta 
Mycena mulawaestris 
Mycena roseoflava 
Mycena viscidocruenta 

Plants (Annabel Carle) 

These plants were recorded as we walked up 
Handsome Caves Road through Eucalyptus 
tenuiramis dry forest. 

Monocots 

Asparagaceae - Lomandra longifolia 
Juncaceae - Juncus pallidus (solid pith) 

Dicots 

Apiaceae - Hydrocotyle sp. 

Asteraceae - Cassinia aculeata 
Chrysocephalum semipapposum 
Ozothamnus ferrugineus 
Ericaceae -Astroloma humifusum 
Fabacea e-Acacia dealbata 
Daviesia ulicifolia 
Pultenaea daphnoides 
Pultenaea juniperina 
Goodeniaceae - Coodenia ovata 
Myrtaceae - Eucalyptus tenuiramis (Tas endemic) 
Oxalidaceae - Oxalis corniculata 
Rhamnaceae - Pomaderris apetala 
Pomaderris elliptica 
Rosacea e-Acaena novae-zelandiae 
Rubiaceae - Coprosma quadrifida 
Santalaceae - Exocarpos cupressiformis 
Thymelaeaceae - Pimelea nivea (Tas endemic) 
Violaceae - Viola hederacea 

As we moved uphill into the open Eucalyptus obliqua 
- E. tenuiramis shrubby open forest the vegetation 
changed. 

Some mosses began to appear e.g. Polytrichum sp. 
as well as bracken fern Pteridium esculentum ssp 
esculentum. Plants recorded here included: 

Monocots 

Hemerocallidaceae - Dianella revoluta 


Dicots 

Asteraceae - L agenophora stipitata 

Euchiton japonicus (Syn: Gnaphalium collinum) 
Caryophyllaceae - Scleranthus biflorus 
Stellaria pungens 

Elaeocarpaceae - Tetratheca pilosa 
Ericaeae - Epacris impressa (in flower) 

Fabacea e-Acacia melanoxylon 
Indigofera australis 
Myrtaceae - Eucalyptus obliqua 
Eucalyptus tenuiramis 
Pittosporaceae - Bursaria spinosa 
Rubiaceae - Galium australe 
Coprosma hirtella 

Stylidiaceae - Stylidium graminifolium 
When we walked through a gully, the vegetation 
graded into Eucalyptus obliqua - E. globulus- E. 
viminalis damp/wet sclerophyll and the following 
plants which preferred a damper habitat were 
found (including increased numbers of mosses and 
liverworts). 

Ferns 

Aspleniaceae -Asplenium flabellifolium 
Dryopteridaceae - Polystichum proliferum 
Polypodiaceae - Microsorum pustulatum 

Monocots 

Juncaceae - Juncus pallidus (fruiting) 

Juncus pauciflorus 
Luzula sp. 

Dicots 

Asteraceae: Bedfordia salicina 

Olearia viscosa (opposite leaves) 
Senecio linearifolius 

Campanulaceae: Wahlenbergia multicaulis (?) 
Geraniaceae: Geranium potentilloides 

Geranium solanderi (paired flowers) 
Malvaceae: Asterotrichion discolor [ male 

plants in flower) Tas endemic 

Myrtaceae: Eucalyptus globulus 

Eucalyptus obliqua 
Eucalyptus viminalis 
Rubiaceae: Coprosma quadrifida 

Scrophulariaceae: Veronica derwentiana 

When we emerged from the Gully, close to Handsome 
Caves the vegetation reverted to that found in the 
open Eucalyptus obliqua - E. tenuiramis shrubby open 
forest with plenty of the Asteraceae - Chrysocephalum 
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semipopposum and the Caryophyllaceae - Scleranthus 
biflorus growing. 

Up in the arid environment of the caves themselves a 
small amount of Aizoaceae - Carpobrotus rossii - Pig- 
face was found to be growing. 

Snails (Kevin Bonham) 

Handsome Caves: 

Caryodes dufresnii 
Prolesophanta nelsonensis 
Stenacapha hamiltoni 
“Planilaoma” sp “Risdon” 

Trocholaoma parvissima 
Punctidae sp “Micro Cripps” 

Gratilaoma halli 
Gratilaoma sp “Knocklofty” 

Paralaoma discors 
P. hobarti 

plus introduced slugs Arion intermedius, Lehmannia 
nyctelia, Deroceros reticulatum. This area hasn't been 
sampled before. The surprise record of "Planilaoma" 
sp "Risdon" increased the linear range of this species 
from 15 km to 35 km; it was previously known only 
from the Meehan Range. It was also unusual to get it 
at Handsome Caves because the group it belongs to 
almost always occurs on dolerite. 



Tafoni formation at Handsome Cave 
Photograph: Mick Brown 


Lichens: Handsome Cave (Sabine Borgis) 

Buellia sp. 

Chrysothrix ?xanthina 
Candeiarieila sp. 

Cladia aggregata, C. schizopora 
Cladonia capitellata 
C. cervicornis, C. aff. corniculata 
C. pleurota 
C. rigida 


C. ?ramulosa 
C. scabriuscula 
other Cladonia spp. 

?Lecanora sp. 
Leptogium victorianum 
Neophyllis melacarpa 
?Ochrolechia sp. 
?Parmotrema perlatum 
Peltigera dolichorhiza 
Pertusaria sp. 



A group of Cladonia cervicornis, with its interesting and 
variable pseudopodetia. 

Photograph: Sabine Borgis 



The beautifully sculpted thallus of Pseudocyphellaria 
crocata, covering a large boulder. 
Photograph: Sabine Borgis 


Pseudocyphellaria crocata, 

Ramboldia ?laeta 

Rhizocarpon geographicum, R. ?badioatratum 
Usneasp. 

Xanthoparmelia subprolixa, X. laustralasica, other 
Xanthoparmelia spp. 
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Various other unidentified crustose and Ieprose 
species on soil or rock. 

Club T-shirts 

As our last TFNC Club t-shirt order was so popular 
we are offering it again. We need to specify one 
type of printing which is the 8cm Club platypus 
logo (similar to the on the Bulletin) with the word 
‘tasfieldnats’ underneath on the left hand chest. 

Colours offered are denim (blue) and charcoal (a 
dark grey). The t-shirts are quite snug fitting so 
unless you like them like that maybe order the next 
size up to your normal size. Cost per t-shirt is $18.95. 

If we get 20 orders (cost per t-shirt $25.30) for 
t-shirts with the small logo on the front and the large 
logo on the back we can order them as well. 

We are also looking at Club windcheaters and I hope 
to have samples for sizing at the next meeting in 
June. I don't have a price for these yet. 

Please advise at treasurer@tasfieldnats.org.au if you 
would like to order. 

The Wasp and the Orchid 

by Danielle Clode 

At the May meeting, when Peter Fehre showed 
his beautiful photographs of Tasmanian orchids, 
the question of the the role of insect mimicry and 
pollination was raised. 



This new publication, about the life and work of one of 
Australia’s foremost (and largely forgotten) naturalists, 
Edith Coleman, may provide some insights. 

A full review of The Wasp and The Orchid by Danielle 
Clode will appear in this year's edition of The Tasmanian 
Naturalist. 


Post Script 

Steppes State Reserve Excursion 2 
November 2017 

Members may remember reading in the January 
2018 Bulletin #369 that after the Steppes State 
Reserve Excursion on 5 November 2017, some 
stayed another day and explored a basalt column 
quarry off Lake Augusta Road where two plants of 
Cardamine tryssa were found. James Wood, Seed 
Bank Manager of the Royal Tasmanian Botanical 
Gardens returned to this quarry in the summer 
2017/2018 and reported that sufficient numbers 
of Cardamine tryssa plants had been found in the 
area to allow enough seeds to be collected for the 
Seed Bank. Fie also discovered that the quarry and 
surrounding land was on private property and that 
we should have obtained permission to explore it! 
Sadly, when he returned to collect seed the plants 
had been grazed and no seed could be collected, 
but he hopes it will be possible next summer. 

In the meantime, James Wood found a fourth site 
for this species near Arthurs Lake and he now 
strongly suspects that this little plant might be very 
common. As far as he can determine the plants like 
a rich, moist but well drained soil. So bare/disturbed 
soils in shady rock faces or rocky woodlands on 
east or south facing slopes seem a likely spot for it 
to occur. It also seems to come up quite well after 
a fire. When the plants are doing well it’s really 
obvious, but frequently the rosettes can be tiny, 
approx. 2cm across and often purplish. 

James asks members to please keep an eye out for 
this plant if they are in rocky woodland on east or 
south facing slopes and to let him know if its sighted. 

James has put more images on the RTBG Flickr site 
which can be viewed here 

https://www.f1ickr.com/search/?sort=date-taken-de- 

sc&safe search=l&tags=cardaminetrvssa&user 

id= 27788912 % 40 N 02 &view all=l 

March AGM election results 

President: Kevin Bonham, 

Vice President: Genevieve Gates 
Secretary: Margaret Warren 
Treasurer: Jane Catchpole 

Committee: Anna McEldowney, Abbey Throssell, 
Margaret Wiliams 

Bulletin Editor: Deirdre Brown 

The Tasmanian Naturalist Editor: Mick Brown 
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Thank you Anna 

Treasurer Anna McEldowney retired from the 
position of Treasurer at the AGM in March. She has 
become the longest serving TFN Treasurer by one 
year having served 17 years (2001-2017)!! 

Previous long-serving treasurers were: 

RA Black 1907-1919 for 13 years 
GB Davies 1926-1941 for 16 years 

Much thanks is due to Anna who has kept the 
club finances on track through the production of 
several publications, and has also been responsible 
for responding to orders which come through our 
website for purchase of TFN publications. 

Library Corner 

Biodiversity Heritage Library Project 

What is Biodiversity Fleritage Library we hear you 
ask? The Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL) is a 
consortium of natural history and botanical libraries 
that cooperate to digitize and make accessible 
the legacy literature of biodiversity held in their 
collections and to make that literature available 
for open access and responsible use as a part of a 
global “biodiversity commons.” The BHL consortium 
works with the international taxonomic community, 
rights holders, and other interested parties to 
ensure that this biodiversity heritage is made 
available to a global audience through open access 
principles. In partnership with the Internet Archive 
and through local digitization efforts, the BHL has 
digitized millions of pages of taxonomic literature, 
representing tens of thousands of titles and more 
than 100,000 volumes. Founded in 2005, BHL is now 
by far the world’s largest digitization project for 
biodiversity literature W<ref: Wikipedia) 

We are pleased to report that the BHL project to 
scan The Tasmanian Naturalist’ is progressing well, 
1907-1974 are now available on line. In addition, six 
Easter camp reports have been scanned, the rest to 
follow in due course. 

The best way to access this collection is to go to the 
BHL Australia homepage at: 

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/collection/bhlau 

Type in Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club’ in the 
search field 

This brings up our two Contributed titles: The 
Tasmanian Naturalist’ &‘Easter Camp Reports’. 


From there it is possible to search for the relevant 
tiles/ author/subject or just to browse for a particular 
edition. 

The Tasmanian Naturalist collection on our own 
TFNC website also has an improved search facility 
for its content. There is no need to have a password 
or login to access them. However some browsers 
and firewalls may make access problematic. Try 
using Firefox, Internet Explorer or Safari browsers. 

Click on the Naturalist tab on our website 
http://tasfieldnats.org.au/naturalist/ 

On the page there are links to two searchable tables 
of Authors and Titles. 

New to the library 

Tasmanian Flowering Plants - A field guide by Dave 
Watts. Published by Pelican Press. 2018 

An illustrated record with over 300 species of 
Tasmania’s flowering plants arranged by flower 
colour. With full colour photographs and descriptive 
text. A good book for anyone just beginning to 
learn about Tasmanian plants. 

If you wish to borrow any of our books please email 
librarian@tasfieldnats.org.au or see me in the foyer 
prior to a monthly meeting to arrange collection. 

Annabel Carle, TFNC Librarian 


About The Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club 

We encourage the study of natural history and 
support conservation. People of any age and 
background are welcome as members. 

For more information, visit our website 

http://www.tasfieldnats.org.au/ 
or email secretary@tasfieldnats.org.au or 
write to: GPO Box 68, Hobart, 7001 
Subscriptions are: 

Family $35 
Single $30 

Single Junior or Concession $25 
Three ways to pay: by cheque to the Club address, by 
Paypal (follow the links on our website or by EFT to 
the Club account BSB 067 102 A/c 2800 0476. 

This Bulletin is published quarterly and mailed or 
emailed to all members. 

Editor: Deirdre Brown 

Your articles and photos for the Bulletin are 
welcome. Please email to the editor at 
tfn.bulletin.editor@gmail.com 
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